
ABSTRACT
States occasionally target perceived enemies with poison. This talk will unpack, and try to make sense of, the 
long, colorful, and sordid history of state poisoning. In comparison with other modes of violence, poisoning has 
both advantages and disadvantages, which help explain both why it sometimes occurs and also why it does 
not occur more frequently. Both first responders and policymakers face considerable challenges and dilemmas 
in responding effectively. The threat, and responses to it, are likely to evolve in response to shifting norms, 
technological developments, and/or new perpetrators, including proxy actors.
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